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Notes from the Editor
2008! Wow! Remember back in the 1900s when 2008
sounded like a page out of science fiction? Welcome to the
world of sci fi. And may your year be filled with health,
wealth and happiness.

Arcadian House has some exciting plans for this
new year. Later on, we'll be adding ebooks to the site.
You'll be able to download and read many of our books at
a fraction of the cover cost. Once that's accomplished,
we're looking at making available several products you'll
find interesting and useful. 

As many of you know, 2007 brought special
challenges for me, as I spent a good bit of the year coping
with pancreatic cancer. Thanks to some excellent doctors
and a multitude of prayers and good wishes — and many
thanks for yours — I'm well on the road to recovery.

Featured Author
Jim Flanagan
The School of Scary Stories
Jim Flanagan, author of The School of
Scary Stories, is a busy man. In
addition to a full schedule of story
telling and promoting his book, he
teaches at the Thurber House Writing
Academy in Columbus and The Castle
in Delaware. 

He's just completed a three-
month storytelling residency in conjunction with the William

Wegman exhibit at the Wexner Center for
the Arts on The Ohio State University
campus. He created two pod casts on
storytelling, one for The Ohio State English
department and for www.storytelling.com.

This next year, Jim plans to travel to Japan
and Ireland and hopes to tell stories in Irish
schools. He'll also begin a new book of
middle school adventures.

Jim and his wife plan to spend some time visiting
family, especially now that it includes two grandchildren.

Here’s a link to his website at
http:/www.positivetales.org.

When You Write — What’s that Word?
Lately, I've noticed people stumbling when choosing
between words that appear to be similar in meaning.
Usually, you can make the correct choice if you remember
that the words actually do have different definitions.

For example, both less and fewer indicate a
reduced quantity, but few refers to number and less refers
to mass. You can have fewer people at this game than last,
but there is less sugar in the bowl today than there was
yesterday. If you have a question, ask yourself if you can
count the item you're describing — good luck counting
those sugar grains!

Next time you're writing — or speaking — think
what the words you're using actually mean. That will not
only help you choose the correct words, it will help you
express yourself more clearly. If you aren't sure of the
meaning, check the dictionary, either a hard-copy edition or
one of the excellent free online versions such as Merriam-
Webster Online at http:/www.m-w.com.

Off the Cracked Calendar
The original Roman calendar consisted of 10 months,
totaling 304 days, winter being considered a monthless
period. This list of daily celebration from Bizarre American
Holidays makes us think we're still a little blank during the
winter time. 

January Observances
January 1 is Z Day (a day to let people whose last names
begin with Z go first in line.)
January 2 is Run Up the Flagpole and See if Anybody
Salutes It Day 
January 3 is Festival of Sleep Day 
January 4 is Trivia Day and Humiliation Day 
January 5 is Bird Day 
January 6 is Bean Day 
January 7 is Old Rock Day 
January 8 is Man Watcher's Day 
January 9 is Play God Day 
January 10 is Peculiar People Day 
January 11 is National Step in a Puddle and Splash Your
Friend Day 
January 12 is Feast of Fabulous Wild Men Day 
January 13 is Make Your Dream Come True Day 
January 14 is National Dress Up Your Pet Day 
January 15 is Hat Day 
January 16 is National Nothing Day 
January 17 is Blessing of the Animals at the Cathedral Day 
January 18 is Winnie the Pooh Day 
January 19 is National Popcorn Day 
January 20 is National Buttercrunch Day 
January 21 is National Hugging Day 
January 22 is National Answer Your Cat's Question Day
January 23 is Measure Your Feet Day 
January 24 is Eskimo Pie Patent Day 
January 25 is Opposite Day 
January 26 is Australia Day 
January 27 is Thomas Crapper Day (Yes. He invented the
flush toilet.)
January 28 is National Kazoo Day 
January 29 is National Cornchip Day 
January 30 is Escape Day 
January 31 is National Popcorn Day (Of course we need
two days for popcorn)

About Arcadian House
Have trouble getting those words down on paper? Arcadian
House provides all writing and editorial services. from sales
letters and brochures to publishing your book. You choose
which services you need.

You’ll get personal attention from the beginning to
the end of the project. It’s our way of ensuring that you get
a quality product that is exactly what you want and need.

Call us at (614) 451-5479 or email
lyn@arcadianhouse.com for prices on your next written
word project.


